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Thus, aist July, 1735. 'I trouble you with the inclosed, because you said you could easily correct what is here given
for Lord C-----Id's1 speech. I beg you will do so as'soon
as you can for me, because the month is far advanced.'
And i5th July, 1737. 'As you remember the debates so far as to perceive the speeches already printed arc not exact, I beg the favour that you will peruse the inclosed, and, in the best manner your memory will serve, correct the mistaken passages, or add any thing that is omitted. I should be very glad to have
something of the Duke of N------le's2 speech, which would be
particularly of service.
'A gentleman has Lord Bathurst's speech to add something to.'
And July 3, 1744. 'You will sec what stupid, low, abominable stuff is put3 upon your noble and learned friend's4 character, such as I should quite reject, and endeavour to do something better towards doing justice to the character. But as I cannot expect to attain my desires in that respect, it would be a great satisfaction, as well as an honour to our work to have the favour of the genuine speech. It is a method that several have been pleased to take, as I could show, but I think myself under a restraint. I shall say so far, that I have had some by a third hand, which I understood well enough to come from the first; others by penny-post3, and others by the speakers themselves, who have been pleased to visit. St. John's Gate, and show particular marks of their being pleased0.'
There is no reason, I believe, to doubt the veracity of Cavo. It is, however, remarkable, that none of these letters are in the years during which Johnson alone furnished the Debates, and one of them is in the very year after he ceased from that labour.
1  Lord Chesterfield.                           In 1801 the postage was raised to two-
2  Duke of Newcastle.                        pence.     The term  ' suburbs'  must
3  I suppose in another compilation     have had a very limited signification, of the same kind.   BOSWELL.                for it was not till 1831 that the limits
4  Doubtless, Lord Hard wick. Bos-     of this delivery were extended to all WELL.                                                 places   within   three   miles  of the
5  The  delivery of letters by the     General Post Office.    Ninth Report penny-post 'was originally confined     of the   Commissioners of the Post to the cities of London and West-      Office, 1837, p. 4.
minster, the borough of Southwark         6 Birch's   MSS.   in   the   British and the respective suburbs thereof.1     Museum, 4302.    BOSWKI.L.
Johnsoni. 255. 3 See Appendix A.
